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Department of Veterans Affairs § 17.55

(11) For completion of evaluation for
observation and examination (O&E)
purposes, clinic directors or their des-
ignees will authorize necessary diag-
nostic services at non–VA facilities (on
an inpatient or outpatient basis) in
order to complete requests from VA
Regional Offices for O&E of a person to
determine eligibility for VA benefits or
services.

(b) The Under Secretary for Health
shall only furnish care and treatment
under paragraph (a) of this section to
veterans described in § 17.47(d).

(1) To the extent that resources are
available and are not otherwise re-
quired to assure that VA can furnish
needed care and treatment to veterans
described in §17.47 (a) and (c), and

(2) If the veteran agrees to pay the
United States an amount as deter-
mined in § 17.48(e).

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1703, 1710 and 1712;
sec. 19011–19012, Pub. L. 99–272)

[51 FR 25066, July 10, 1986, as amended at 53
FR 32391, Aug. 25, 1988; 54 FR 53057, Dec. 27,
1989; 58 FR 32446, June 10, 1993. Redesignated
and amended at 61 FR 21965, 21966, May 13,
1996; 62 FR 17072, Apr. 9, 1997]

§ 17.53 Limitations on use of public or
private hospitals.

The admission of any patient to a
private or public hospital at Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs expense will
only be authorized if a Department of
Veterans Affairs medical center or
other Federal facility to which the pa-
tient would otherwise be eligible for
admission is not feasibly available. A
Department of Veterans Affairs facility
may be considered as not feasibly
available when the urgency of the ap-
plicant’s medical condition, the rel-
ative distance of the travel involved, or
the nature of the treatment required
makes it necessary or economically ad-
visable to use public or private facili-
ties. In those instances where care in
public or private hospitals at Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs expense is au-
thorized because a Department of Vet-
erans Affairs or other Federal facility
was not feasibly available, as defined
in this section, the authorization will
be continued after admission only for
the period of time required to stabilize
or improve the patient’s condition to
the extent that further care is no

longer required to satisfy the purpose
for which it was initiated.

[39 FR 17223, May 14, 1974, as amended at 47
FR 58248, Dec. 30, 1982. Redesignated at 61 FR
21965, May 13, 1996]

§ 17.54 Necessity for prior authoriza-
tion.

(a) The admission of a veteran to a
non-Department of Veterans Affairs
hospital at Department of Veterans Af-
fairs expense must be authorized in ad-
vance. In the case of an emergency
which existed at the time of admission,
an authorization may be deemed a
prior authorization if an application,
whether formal or informal, by tele-
phone, telegraph or other communica-
tion, made by the veteran or by others
in his or her behalf is dispatched to the
Department of Veterans Affairs (1) for
veterans in the 48 contiguous States
and Puerto Rico, within 72 hours after
the hour of admission, including in the
computation of time Saturday, Sunday
and holidays, or (2) for veterans in a
noncontiguous State, territory or pos-
session of the United States (not in-
cluding Puerto Rico) if facilities for
dispatch of application as described in
this section are not available within
the 72-hour period, provided the appli-
cation was filed within 72 hours after
facilities became available.

(b) When an application for admis-
sion by a veteran in one of the 48 con-
tiguous States in the United States or
in Puerto Rico has been made more
than 72 hours after admission, or more
than 72 hours after facilities are avail-
able in a noncontiguous State, terri-
tory of possession of the United States,
authorization for continued care at De-
partment of Veterans Affairs expense
shall be effective as of the postmark or
dispatch date of the application, or the
date of any telephone call constituting
an informal application.

[42 FR 55212, Oct. 14, 1977. Redesignated at 61
FR 21965, May 13, 1996]

§ 17.55 Payment for authorized public
or private hospital care.

Except as otherwise provided in this
section, payment for public or private
hospital care authorized under 38
U.S.C. 1703 or 38 CFR 17.52 of this part
shall be based on a prospective pay-
ment system similar to that used in
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